The Royal Hospital Organ Scholarship
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Introduction

The Royal Hospital, Chelsea is a famous national monument and also the home of the famous Chelsea Pensioners, built by Christopher Wren in the late 17th century and still fulfilling its original purpose as a residential care home for elderly soldiers. The superb Wren chapel is well attended by Pensioners, staff and neighbours and its civilian musicians form a valued and important team within the Royal Hospital community. The newly built Margaret Thatcher Infirmary stands alongside and is equipped with its own smaller chapel and 3-manual Makin digital organ. The Royal Hospital is situated south of the King’s Road, about half a mile from Sloane Square underground station and within easy reach of Victoria. 

The main Sunday service is Parade Service, a shortened form of the 1662 Prayer Book Matins, at 11.00 am, occasionally replaced by Choral Eucharist. The Chapel Choir plays a prominent role, singing an introit, responses, psalm, canticle and anthem, together with supporting robust congregational participation in the hymns. The funerals of In-Pensioners take place during the week, usually with a reduced choir: the Scholar shares these services with the Organist by mutual agreement. Other events, for which additional payment is made, include Memorials and Weddings, concerts, occasional broadcasts and recordings. Also included in this category are the many carol services which take place during the first two weeks of December.

The Chapel Choir comprises twelve professional singers who are carefully selected, as much for their sight-singing ability as vocal quality. They are re-auditioned annually. There is a strong team dynamic which is friendly and mutually supportive. The choir’s repertoire is wide and varied, ranging from plainchant and renaissance polyphony to romantic and 21st century works. Choir members enjoy excellent backing and encouragement from the Organist and Chaplain and they are invited to join in other Royal Hospital activities. The organ is a two-manual instrument in a 17th century case, built by Hill, Norman and Beard in 1978, whose specification appears at the end of this document. This would be freely available to the Scholar, by arrangement with the Organist. 

The Organist, Ian Curror, was appointed to the Royal Hospital in 1974. He is also a professor at three of London’s leading conservatoires, where he specialises in teaching practical, keyboard-related and academic skills, including organ accompaniment and organ as Principal Study. He is a member of the Academic Board of the Royal College of Organists, for which he is also an examiner, and Chairman of the Church Music Society.

The Scholarship

The purpose of the Organ Scholarship is to provide an annual opportunity for an aspiring young church organist to receive high quality guidance and experience within a musically demanding but supportive environment. The Scholar’s primary role will be that of organ accompanist. However, the unique feature of this award is that the Scholar may choose other specialised areas (e.g. choir direction, liturgical planning, rehearsal techniques etc) in which he/she requires experience and guidance. Principal study organ tuition will not be included unless specifically requested and separately funded. It is envisaged that the Scholar will already possess suitable skills in organ playing, showing potential for further development, and possibly some ability in singing. The Scholarship is designed for young organists (aged 18-27), preferably, but not exclusively, students in Higher Education, who live within easy reach of Central London and are available on Sundays, occasional weekdays and the major Feasts. Typically, previous Scholars have often been students at one of the London conservatoires.

The Scholar will be required to attend each Sunday from September to the following July inclusive, though four Sundays leave during this period will be allowed. Attendance on Remembrance Sunday, the Sunday before Christmas (Festival of Lessons and Carols), Christmas Day, Good Friday and Easter Sunday will be compulsory. Duties will include sharing, with the Organist, playing and directing the choir, occasionally singing in the choir, assisting with some mid-week administration of the Chapel music and playing for some midweek services. These activities will be supported and supervised by the Organist, to whom the Scholar is primarily responsible. Continuation of the scholarship throughout the year will be dependent on satisfactory performance, progress and health.

Many former Scholars have gone on to prominent posts and have gained RCO diplomas. They are Michael Cayton (1999), James Duddle (2000), Noel Charles (2001), Gabriele Damiani (2002), Jonathan Bunney (2003), Lewis Brito-Babapulle (2004), Timothy Wakerell (2005), Stephen Moore (2006-08), Benjamin Horden (2008-2009) and Peter Holder (2009-2010).

£4000 will be paid to the Scholar in 11 monthly instalments. Single accommodation (including heating, lighting and council tax) is available for an annual rent of  £660.00.

Applications (Closing date 31 January 2011)
Please write a letter of application which includes the following details:

· your name, address, telephone/fax number, email address (if available), age;

· an indication of your standard of and experience in organ playing, singing and conducting; 

· the name, address and telephone/fax number of two people who are qualified to support your application with a written reference and have agreed to do so.

Please attach a recently taken passport-sized photograph and send your application to Ian Curror, The Organist, Royal Hospital, Chelsea, London SW3 4NL. If you require help with your application or any further advice please contact him by telephone (020 7881 5250), fax (020 7881 5463) or by email (iancurror@chelsea-pensioners.org.uk).

Auditions will be held in February/March 2011. Invited applicants should be prepared to

· play a prepared organ piece or extract of their own choice (maximum 5 minutes)

· accompany the choir singing Give us the wings of faith – Ernest Bullock

(Oxford University Press)

· direct the choir singing Christus factus est – Felice Anerio

(European Sacred Music, Oxford University Press, page 22)

· sight-read an organ piece (manuals and pedals)

· play an extract from open score SATB (G and F clefs only)

· play a final verse of a hymn and improvise a short coda

· attend an interview with the Chaplain and Organist

A short period of practice time on the Chapel organ will be allocated in advance. Each candidate may use a personalised selection of general pistons which will be retained until the audition.

Specification of the 1978 Hill, Norman & Beard organ, restored by Walkers in 2005, in the Chapel of the Royal Hospital Chelsea

	Great
	Swell
	Pedal

	
	
	

	Open diapason 8
	Gedeckt 8
	Principal 16   *

	Stopped diapason 8
	Salicional 8
	Sub bass 16

	Principal 4
	Angelica 8
	Principal 8

	Chimney flute 4
	Gemshorn 4
	Flute 8

	Twelfth 2 2/3
	Harmonic flute 4
	Gemshorn 4

	Fifteenth 2
	Fifteenth 2
	Clairon 4

	Tierce 1 3/5
	Mixture IV
	Trombone 16

	Furniture IV
	Bassoon 16
	Contra bassoon 32   *

	Trumpet 8
	Trompette 8
	Contra sub bass 32   *

	Tremulant
	Tremulant
	(*   digital rank)


Couplers

Swell sub-octave

Swell to Great

Swell to Pedal

Great to Pedal

Aids to registration
6 Swell thumb pistons



6 Pedal combination pedals

6 Great thumb pistons



6 Swell combination pedals

6 General thumb pistons


Swell to Great combination pedal

Great to Pedal thumb piston


Great to Pedal combination pedal

Swell to Pedal thumb piston


Stepper forwards combination pedal

Swell to Great thumb piston


Stepper backwards combination pedal

Stepper forwards thumb piston

Piston coupler Great/Pedal

Stepper backwards thumb piston

Generals on swell combination pedals

General Cancel 



Setter

16 channels of divisional settings

96 channels of general settings (stepper availability)

Mechanical key and pedal action

Electric stop, coupler and piston action

Standard RCO radiating and concave pedal board

Adjustable stool

Drawstops on 45 degree jambs
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